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From JCS 


Subject: Movement of Task Force 
This message in 4 parts. 

PART I. Due to the current situation in Laos the 
United States is undertalcing certain political and mili- 
tary actions to demonstrate US intent with respect to 
stabilizing the situation in Laos. 

PART II. You are directed to move a carrier task 
group and Marine 3LT afloat into waters off South 
Vietnam. Task Force will remain South of the 17th 
Parallel. Anticipate possible subsequent order to Gulf 
of Tonkin as demonstration of US strength against North 


Vietnam. Specific directive as to subsequent. 
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III, :;o publicity is to 02 given to this movs- 

V. lr* ---'eci r - c.i 30; S qu«3Ul«i»1S It Will be OC.i-d£OrlZbd 

an o;:orciso. For your information, t«;hile it is de- 
nse that no formal publicity be given, it is imperative 
at Hanoi and Moscow knot-; that such action is taking 
ice. Your coiments on methods by which this can be 
realised arc- desired as soon as possible. 

PA?.? IV. Task Force should sail at 0800 hours 
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Subic Bay time, or soon as possible there- 
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DJS-3, SJCS-3, J3-5, J4-2, J5-1* SACSA-1, DIA/CII 
WH|TE HOUSE-3, RRA-1 , SDLO- 8 , CNO, CSAF, CMC, CSA 
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